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to the world than an India groaning under the heels of English
and other exploiters,

IN GOD'S HANDS

Though the letter from Badadada1 and the one from an
English missionary have a personal touch about them, they are so
important that I cannot resist the temptation of putting them be-
fore the public. Badadada's letters I always regard in the nature
of blessings for me. It is a matter of great consolation to me that
at this time of life he takes such lively interest in the struggle and
gives it his blessings. The letter2 published in this issue besides
blessing the movement solves a spiritual difficulty that must have
perplexed many an earnest seeker. A reformer having to deal
with measures and men as they are must take risks and is bound
to accept acts performed even from expedience. Hence the nece-
ssity of acts being always morally sound. Honesty from policy
is as acceptable as honesty for its own sake. But dishonesty is
unacceptable even though it may be actuated by excellent motives.
A good motive increases the value of a good act. But a good
act done even from a bad motive does not lose all its value. It
is at least good for the world. The doer alone is the loser be-
cause having a bad motive he deprives himself of the share in the
merit of his own act. In the matter of non-violence, then, all that
we need to guard against is pretence of non-violence for the sake
of covering violence.

"An English missionary" is a well-known worker in missionary
circles. She has kindly sent her name as well as her address. The,
transparent honesty of the writer and the frank confession made
by her show the English residents of India the way to peace.3 I
have no doubt that if only non-co-operators remain true to their
pledge of non-violence to the end in spite of the greatest provo-
cation, every Englishman and Englishwoman in India will become
a full nationalist. Non-co-operation with our own humiliation by
Englishmen must lead eventually to co-operation in friendship with
them. The events that are happening just now show clearly how
untenable the existing state is.

* Dwijendranath Tagore; eldest brother of Rabindranath Tagore;   affec-
tionately called "Borodada"
2 Not reproduced here
3 In her letter, not reproduced here, she had expressed   admiration for
Gandhiji and sympathized with the cause of Indian nationalism, deploring the
"culpable blindness and misunderstanding of many of my people."